Steve & Glenda Howard Endowed Scholarship application:

Allie Off – 
Iowa Falls-Alden 2023 graduate. Allie, throughout her high school career was a track athlete, head baker in the Cadet Kitchen also a part of the National Honor Society.  Being involved in these extracurriculars allowed Allie to gain not only leadership skills but how to be a team player.  A big part of Allie’s growth has come from her volunteer opportunities.  She is active in her church youth group, packing meals for the homeless in Fort Dodge, assisted in organizing and cleaning our local resource for young mothers and children, The Light House.  She also volunteers to work in the Cadet Kitchen food events.  Allie is a hard worker and has employment experience from restaurant server to a personal assistance to Senator Annette Sweeney. One of Allie’s references for college admission stated Allie is a forward thinker and looking outside the box. She is reliable and always presents a positive attitude.

Brayden Fisher – 
Iowa Falls-Alden 2023 graduate with honors. Brayden.  Brayden’s references all stated he is an outstanding young man.  Brayden possesses the kindness, character, and personality to be a successful and contributing member of any organization. Brayden was involved in the high school trapshooting team and iJAG.  He was a consistent volunteer throughout high school for the after-school programs and at the Crockett Ridge Gun Range.  He is also an extremely hard worker, proving this by working at Iowa Select for over 2 years as a hog caretaker. He shows an enormous ability to multi-task, organize, and prioritize. Brayden offers everyone equal respect. Brayden is a highly educated student and a young man with a great deal of common sense. 




Emma Nohrenberg – 
from Popejoy and a 2023 IF-A School graduate.  Emma would not be seen on a basketball or volleyball court or softball field. She spent most of her time outside of her school hours working as a waitress for 3 years and working, doing chores at family home.  A quote from Emma “I am not one to focus solely on school involvement, but I have been trying to save up money for my future educational journey”. She works every weekend at a restaurant. She enjoys the challenge of bringing a smile to someone and making an impressive first impression.  Emma prides herself on being very organized and consistently working to better herself. Her references state that she is the “go to girl” as she will always pick up the slack of others and encourages teamwork. It is apparent that Emma thrives when she is being of service to others. 

Johannah Nix – 
IF-A 2023 graduate.  Johannah is a self-stated shy girl but has worked very hard to continually step out of her comfort zone and work toward becoming more outgoing and confident.  Two activities that she purposely became a part of to overcome her shyness were choir, concerts, and working athletic concession stands.  Johannah is majoring in Graphic Arts at ECC.  Throughout high school she participated in Art, Photography, Graphic Design, Painting, and Ceramics.  Johannah’s references all state she is very respectful, motivator, and is intentional about including others in any activity or event. She is self-driven and shines when she is involved in anything that is creative in nature. Graphic Arts will provide an opportunity for Johannah to explore a diverse range of careers.






Kylie Willems – 
from Ackley and a 2023 AGWSR graduate. High school extracurriculars include Women’s Wrestling, Volleyball, FFA, 4-H, and Academic Decathlon. Kylie has held each officer position in her 4-H group.  Although busy with her school and personal clubs, she has worked at Fareway for 3 years. She enjoys being a leader and a role model to youth. She is respectful of anyone she meets and demonstrates a positive disposition in all situations. Kylie’s references describe her a kind, respectful, extremely strong work ethic, and a genuinely good human. 

Rayna Torres –
2023 IF-A graduate and lives in Alden. From what I can tell from this student’s application to ECC Graphic Art program is that she is not a student of popularity, honestly not involved in anything except for Art Club.  Art is obviously her passion and career focus.  She is not a student that comes from a family that can provide a college education.  Rayna will qualify for the last dollar scholar program (state funded) and this will cover her tuition and fees, however there are over and above costs that will not be covered. Chelsie Meyer, IF-A High School Art instructor wrote a reference for Rayna and described her as being a leader in the art room.  She continues to push herself to improve on her skills. She can take images from her imagination and bring them to life on a canvas, sketching board and other art mediums. 

Samantha Schirmer –
From Hampton and a 2023 graduate from Hampton-Dumont School District. Samantha is attending ECC majoring in Criminal Justice.  If I were to just look at Samantha’s GPA, it appears that she may struggle in college however this also may be the perfect place for her to step into her own and be given the opportunity to be successful.  It is my hope that her advisor and instructors will meet her where she is and provide her the tools excel.  Her reference came from the Hampton-Dumont Guidance Counselor.  She is described as one that doesn’t stand out in a crowd or is comfortable taking on a leadership role. She prefers to blend. Although she seems to be an introvert, she is reliable and a faithful friend to her small group of friends. “Samantha will always tell the truth. It may not be what you want to hear, but it is what she feels and thinks.”

Sydney Lyman –
From Ackley and a 2023 graduate from AGWSR. Sydney will be majoring in our Animal Science program which will provide her a seamless transfer to ISU or another university. She has been involved in FFA for 4 years and held the Secretary role.  Her local 4-H club for 8 years and is the President of that club. Throughout her middle & high school years, she was involved in Volleyball and Track.  Being in the FFA and 4-H have given her the opportunity to improve on her leadership skills and be an active participant with all activities and events. In 2022 she had the opportunity to be a contestant in the Franklin County Fair Queen pageant. Although not voted as queen, she enjoyed the experience and felt she gained a great deal of confidence while going through the questionnaires, public speaking and learning how to compete in a friendly manner.  Her references describe her as being a hard worker, able to balance work life, home life, and school life. She is a team player and feels that working together for the great good is the key to many things. She is quite independent and is self-supporting.  She has no financial support from her parents.  Sydney has well prepared herself for her future goals and has no doubt she will be successful in both her education journey and her career of choice.

Tabi Darold-Wilson –
From Eldora and a 2023 graduate from South Hardin High School. Tabi was a part of the South Hardin Golf Team.  She states that she was able to find a way to bring the golf team together as a team even though it is a one-player sport.  She took on the leadership role of building up her teammates confidence and this spilled over into the academics in school.  Many of her teammates would seek her out to advise them and help lead them in a positive direction.  She has been a part of her local 4-H club and enjoyed being a part of several sub-committees within 4-H. She is proud to be the one to organize the 4-H portion of the Hardin County Fair and was the go-to person for many parents and club members. Beyond her school activities, she works as a kennel assistant.  She also maintained a 3.7 GPA.  Tabi’s references describe her as ambitious, handles change with ease, and can come up with unique and creative solutions to areas of opportunity. She is mature for her age and that has placed her in many leadership roles to her peers.  She is respectful to all and has excellent moral character. 

